SARASOTA SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

6942 Professional Parkway East

Sarasota, FL 34240

Meeting Minutes
March 2, 2017
===================================================================
Please Note* - Vice Chairman Glenn Peachey and Treasurer Rory Martin were not at the meeting.  Patricia Hobson, FDACS representative had a conflict and could not attend the meeting.

As a quorum was present, the regular business meeting was called to order at 9:10 am by Chairman Underhill.   Chairman Underhill asked everyone to introduce themselves to Patricia Robertshaw, Staff Environmental Scientist, FARMS Program Natural Systems and Restoration, SWFWMD Fruitville Office
PRESENT:

Todd Underhill, Chairman
Kyle McMearty, Supervisor

Matt Wooddall, Supervisor
STAFF PRESENT:
Israel Vega, USDA, District Conservationist, Manasota SC
Gail Somodi, Soil Conservation Supervisor
Janie Besselman, Admin Specialist

OTHERS PRESENT:
Walter Albarran, USDA, Area Conservationist, Area 3
Patricia Robertshaw, SWFWMD FARMS Program Manager
CONSENT ITEMS
Meeting Minutes – Chairman Underhill asked the Supervisors if they had any additions or corrections to the February 9th minutes.  Supervisor Wooddall asked for the February 9th minutes to reflect that Supervisor McMearty had excused himself from the meeting at 9:50 am.  Chairman Underhill directed Janie to make this addition to February 9th minutes. After making the requested addition, let the record reflect that February 9, 2017 minutes were passed unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Martin not present at the meeting; therefore, Janie informed the Board of the following:
1) Office has not received February 2017 Bank statement.
2) Checks were issued to three vendors re: Envirothon expenses i.e. buses, trophies and t-shirts.

3) Board has received reimbursement grant money for bus transportation (Envirothon) – check was deposited on February 28th.
4) Debits and credits details from February 2017 bank statement will be reviewed at the next scheduled Board meeting in April.  There being no further business to discuss, the Treasurer’s report was complete.
AGSWM/FARMS Report:

Patricia Robertshaw updated the group on the following:
1. FARMS – this is a cost-share program to conserve and/or reduce water usage and demonstrate nutrient reduction.  Patricia cited several examples in surrounding counties that are sucessfully utilizing this program.  Chairman Underhill asked how this program could benefit nurseries and Patricia’s suggestion was to apply for rain water catchments funding. 
2. Mini FARMS – cost-share program geared toward small acerage with 100 or less acres.  Cap funding for this program is $5,000.  Both programs have a 5 to 7 year contract.  Patricia invited the group to attend the next FARMS program meeting which is normally held the 4th Thursday of the month.  She will send meeting time/date to the Manasota SC.
FDACS-BMP Report

Patricia unable to attend; but she emailed Janie the following report:
1. FDACS is currently woring on a new BMP manual to address small farms/diversified operations.
District Conservationist: 

Israel updated the Board on the following:
1. USDA personnel update: none – USDA still under hiring freeze.
2. Conservation Plans Approved – None for FY17 funding in Sarasota County.
3. Conservation Practices Installed.

a) Firebreak installed – approximately 7.8 miles – practice will facilitate plant condition and provide protection and/or prevention of wildfires.
4. Conservation Program Updates:
a) NRCS State Office released ranking and funding pools for FY 2017.
b) Currently working with EQIP ranking; which will have applicants ready for pre-approvals before established deadline date - March 30, 2017.
c) 2017 application site visits have been conducted to collect environmental data.  
5. Outreach:
a) Conservation Gateway (CCG) training was given this week via webinar. Program allows cooperators to review, sign and submit forms electronically.  Walter reminded the group that this program does not address eligibility requirements.  To use this program, the cooperator must be connected with SCIMS (Service Center Information Mangement Systems); which is maintained by USDA FSA (Farm Service Agency) and have Level 2 authorization.
b) Israel completed training on different funding pools - subaccounts.

c) NRCS FL State Office provided CSP enhancement training to all Field Office personnel during February 2017.
Area Conservationist Report:

Walter updated the group on the following:
1. USDA Budget – currently operating under a continuing resolution which will expire in April 2017.

2. RCPP (Regional Conservation Partnership Program) Workshop will be held March 15th starting at 9:30 @ UF/IFAS Extension in Kissimmee.

Soil Conservation Techician Report:

Jeremy did not attend the meeting.
Extension Report:

Janie reported the following:
1. CED has been out of the office -  recent death in his family.
Soil Conservation Supervisor Report:
1. Envirothon Updates:

a) Supervisor Wooddall had asked Gail to check with Sarasota School Board to see if they could provide buses for 2018 Envirothon competion.  Sarasota School Board informed Gail that their policy is: If students travel out of Sarasota County, they could not use school buses.  If students travel inside Sarasota County, regular school buses could be utilized depending upon their availability.

b) After last month’s meeting, Treasurer Martin gave Gail his contact information for “Keep Sarasota Beautiful”.   Gail contacted “Keep Sarasota Beautiful” and they agreed to sponsor 2018 Sarasota County Envirothon awards.  
Regulatory Watch:
· WOTUS - Chairman Underhill informed the group that President Trump signed an Executive Order for reversal of this rule. 
Correspondence
None at this time.
Action Items:
1. Annual Plan of Operations – NRCS District Conservationist Vega requested an addition to the APO under May 2017 - add “Review USDA Civil Rights and Equal Employment Opportunity Policy”.  Supervisor McMearty made a motion to approve the Annual Plan of Operations with this requested addition.  There were no objections to the motion; thus motion carried.   Janie will add the request to the APO.
2. Chairman Underhill suggested that as the APO is a working document, it would be a good idea to have monthly workshops to address any needs that arise.  Supervisor Wooddell and Supervisor McMearty agreed to the suggestion; however, Supervisor McMearty requested that meeting be scheduled after business hours. Supervisor Wooddell volunteered to research other public meeting areas and report his findings at the next Sarasota SWCD meeting.  The Supervisors present choose a tentative date of April 20th with a 6 pm start time for the next APO workshop.
Discussion Items:   
1. Sarasota SWCD Web Site Update – Todd informed the group that the Board’s website: “sarasotaswcd.com” is still inoperable.
2. FOIA (Freedom of Information Act) letter update – Chairman Underhill contacted Mr. Darren Council by phone after the February meeting ended.  Chairman Underhill explained that we had no outstanding checks.  Chairman Underhill noted his explanation on the original letter from Mr. Council and gave to Janie for filing.

3. Myakka State Park Advisory Council Meeting Update – Chairman Underhill will be attending this meeting and invited Board members who were present to join him.  Supervisor Wooddall expressed interest in this meeting and plans to attend with Chairman Underhill. 
New Items:
1. Chairman Underhill informed the group that he had met the new UF/IFAS Food Systems Coordinator, Allyson BeCraft.  She is handling the Farm to School coordination.
2. Informed the group that Newtown is in the process of organizing a Farmer’s Market.
Announcements:
1. Sarasota SWCD next meeting will be held on April 6th – please mark your calendars accordingly.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:24 am.  
